
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

No guests 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:03 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Dr. Travia Childs seconded, a roll call vote was held and all were in favor. 
The Board requested that David Young attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, & Support Staff 

In: 6:05 p.m. 

Out: 7:04 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:04 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols, Gary Marckres, Krista Chadwick 

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

6 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were none. 

 

Amendments to the Agenda 

David Young amended the agenda to amend item #15 to set the agenda for the December 15 

school board meeting not December 1. 
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Junior Student Representative/Student Engagement 

Hiba Ali said that she has had a few students interested in the junior student representative 

reach out to her and they are in the process of completing applications to submit by the 

deadline. She is considering doing a student feedback survey and will check with her Principal 

Patrick Burke. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 

There were no announcements. 

 

Student Engagement 

Bridget Burkhardt asked for feedback on the presentation on student engagement by Lindsey 

Halman and Evelyn Monje from Up for Learning at the November 17 school board meeting. 

Laura Rowntree said she is interested in learning more about trainings available. Bridget said it 

would be good for board members to receive training on student engagement. Board members 

asked Bridget to reach out to Lindsey and Evelyn and determine what trainings are available. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young said Vermont still has significantly high Covid-19 cases and school leaders are still 

very concerned. He said the district has implemented the Test to Stay program. The program 

has tested over 150 children since November 10.  

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said there have been no updates on a vaccine mandate.  

 

Impact Fee 

David Young said the district is working with Jonathan Slason from RSG. The first meeting is 

scheduled for December 3 at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom.  

 

American Rescue Plan (ARP) ESSER Update 

Violet Nichols provided an update on SBSD Recovery Planning and ARP ESSER funding and 

what the funds are being used to purchase. The district is seeking feedback on both the 

proposed investments and additional ways that the community would like to see the funds 

spent. The funds will be spent in three allowable categories: academics, safe and health 

schools, and school engagement. She reviewed the proposed supports currently included in the 

use of ARP ESSER funds.  

 

Violet encouraged the board and community members to complete the survey on the district 

website to provide feedback on how they think the ARP ESSER funds should be spent. The 

survey deadline is the end of December. The board discussed how to communicate the 

availability of the survey and provide additional details about why some of the positions are 

needed. Violet agreed to add bullet points to the website to explain the need for the additional 

positions to support students. 

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment Situation 

David Young said he met with the newly formed Enrollment Committee again last night. The 

group will begin to look at specific options. There were about 12 committee members in 
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attendance along with Dore and Whittier and several administrators. He said the group 

discussed the increased enrollment issues at the elementary schools and the need for the 

district to take action because of overcrowding at Orchard and Rick Marcotte Central School. He 

said the committee reviewed some of the proposed options. The next meeting of the group 

originally scheduled for December 7 has been changed to December 8 from 6-7 p.m. 

 

City/School Update 

David Young said the next meeting with the city is scheduled for December 3. 

 

Board Letter to Legislators 

Alex McHenry discussed the draft of the letter he created on behalf of the board. The four main 

topics included, the weighting study; school construction aid; the Yield; and a ban on flavoring 

added to tobacco products. Board members suggested changes to the letter. Bridget Burkhardt 

will work with Alex on the letter revisions. 

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

Bridget Burkhardt said there were no meetings since the last update. There is a community 

budget forum scheduled for Tuesday, December 7. 

 

Other Paper Articles 

Brian Minier submitted his article about running for the School Board. Laura Rowntree 

suggested writing an article about the ARP ESSER survey as a way to engage the community 

and get more feedback. Bridget Burkhardt volunteered to write the next article. 

 

Budget Hearing 

Krista Chadwick, David Young and Gary Marckres shared what the administration has for 

budget information to date including an overview of the factors impacting the FY23 Budget from 

the budget worksheet. Board members and community members asked several questions. 

 

Gary Marckres announced that there is a Community Budget Forum scheduled for Tuesday, 

December 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

Equity Policy 

Bridget Burkhardt shared comments and feedback received from a subcommittee of the SB 

Educational Equity Collective community group. The subcommittee includes David Shiman, 

Nancy Hellen, and Susan Schoenfeld. The board discussed the suggested policy changes in 

detail with the SB Educational Equity Collective subcommittee. The board and community 

discussed the suggested changes at length.  

 

Board members suggested several changes to the policy. Bridget Burkhardt will redraft the 

Equity Policy and share with the administration and board members for review and feedback. 

The policy will be on the December 15 school board meeting for action. 
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Executive Limitation Policy 2.8 – Compensation and Benefits 

The board reviewed monitoring report 2.8 – Compensation and Benefits. The report was 

approved as presented. 

 

Executive Limitation Policy 2.6 – Emergency Superintendent Succession 

The board reviewed monitoring report 2.6 – Emergency Superintendent Succession. The report 

was approved as presented. 

 

Board Training 

This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Agenda Planning - Set agenda for December 15, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the December 15 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of November 17, 2021 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Approval of AP Order #20 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Order #20. The consent agenda was 

approved by consensus. 

 

Adjournment 

Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Childs seconded the motion. A roll call vote 

was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 9:57 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


